structures, including the amygdala, the mediodorsal In this study, we evaluated the effects of NMDA-induced nucleus of the thalamus, and the prefrontal cortex lesions in different sites of the insular cortex of the rat on (Krusher & van der Kooy, 1988; van der Kooy et al., Kiefer, 1982; Kiefer, 1985) .
In general, studies investigating the role of the The insular cortex (IC) of the rat is defined as an IC in learning and memory processes have focused area spanning from the lateral frontal cortex to the primarily on taste/visceral mnemonic representation perirhinal cortex in the rostrocaudal direction and (Bermú dez-Rattoni, Sá nchez, & Prado-Alcalá , 1989 ; from the ventral edge of the somatomotor cortex to Lasiter & Glanzman, 1985 ; Garcia, Lasiter, Bermú -the pyriform cortex in the dorsoventral direction dez-Rattoni, & Deems, 1985) . A study done by Han- (Saper, 1982; Zilles, 1985) . The insular or visceral kins, Garcia, and Rusiniak in 1974 found that large cortex is known to be involved in visceral reactions anterior cortical ablations made by aspiration proand stress (van der Kooy, Koda, McGinty, Gerfen, & duced deficits in both flavor-illness and noiseBloom, 1984). The IC has connections with limbic shock conditioning. In the same study, large posterior cortical ablations disrupted noise-shock conditioning but did not affect taste aversion learning.
